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ability who have by their service under the Government conspicuously increased its efficiency, and have brought about within the last generation an astonishing rise in the standard of official conduct. It has further created an Indian bar of great strength and intelligence, which, if unfortunately encouraging the litigious tendencies of the people, has done much to improve the administration of justice.
THE INDIAN PRESS
English education has been the ferment from which has sprung an active and influential Indian press. Newspapers, in English and in vernacular, are published in hundreds for Indian readers. Judged by a European standard, the issues of most of them are exceedingly small. But in few countries does a single newspaper serve so many people : it is read aloud, passed from hand to hand, and we may probably assume that in this way it influences ten times as many persons as the copies it issues, A dispassionate judgment of the Indian press cannot be very favourable. A large number of papers display much ability. Several of those published in English are written with the mordant incisiveness of an accomplished journalist: the vernacular papers more often affect a rhetorical style, which makes a stronger appeal to popular feeling. As a rule they are against the Government, and indeed it is hardly possible to suppose that the press of a country which is under alien control should not display all the freedom it possesses in attacking the authorities, But unqualified condemnation has been merited by the practice of blackmailing individuals who are afraid of being pilloried; and also by the readiness of newspaper proprietors to add to their income by the publication of advertisements of a most disreputable description. Until six years ago the most advanced of
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